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Learning objectives:
By the end of the session participants will be able to
1. Describe two instances when using
participation measures may be helpful in
clinical practice;
2. Describe three elements of participation
important to measure for children with power
mobility needs;
3. Contrast two paediatric participation
measures when considering use with children
who have mobility limitations.
Session description
Participation in meaningful life experiences such as
being a family member, playing with friends, learning
at school, and engaging in community events benefit
all children. Yet, participation in daily life is often
restricted for those with mobility limitations.
Understanding children’s participation is important
for improving seating and mobility interventions, but
little is known about how best to measure
participation for children who need power mobility.
The POWER (Paediatric Participation Outcomes for
Wheelchair Evaluation in Rehabilitation) Mobility
study sought to answer the following questions:
‘What paediatric participation measures are
available?’ ‘What evidence supports the use of these
measures with children with significant mobility
limitations?’ and ‘What does participation in daily life
look like for children with power mobility needs?’
Using a combination of didactic presentation, case
studies, videos, small and large group discussion,
workshop participants will have opportunity to reflect
on benefits and challenges of measuring children’s
participation in their practice; compare their priorities
to top-ranked elements that reached consensus in an
online modified Delphi survey describing the ‘who,
what, where, when and how’ of measuring

participation for children using power mobility; and
contrast three participation measures including the
Participation and Environment Measure for Children
and Youth (evaluating parents’ perspective of
participation in home, school and community);
Children’s Assessment of Participation and Enjoyment
(evaluating children’s perspective in out-of-school
leisure pursuits); and the individualized Wheelchair
Outcome Measure for Young People (evaluating
participation in meaningful situations deemed
important by children and parents). A systematic
review of paediatric participation measures and
Delphi panelists’ (74 parents, therapists and
researchers) suitability ratings informed the selection
of these measures.
Clinical Significance: Similarities and differences exist
between how measures evaluate children’s
participation in daily life. Understanding which
elements of children’s participation to measure will
help guide appropriate selection of measures and
power mobility interventions.
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